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Education in Spain: Levels of education



Education in Spain: Levels of education (a translation)

• Kindergarten (Educación Infantil): 
– 0 to 3 years and 3 to 5 years (Pre-preK, preK and K)

• Elementary School (Educación Primaria): 
– 1st to 6th grade.

• Middle School (Educación Secundaria Obligatoria): 
– 7th to 10th grade.

• High School (Bachillerato y Ciclos Formativos de Grado Medio):
– 11th and 12th grade and vocational training.

• Higher education: (Universidad y Ciclos Formativos de grado 
Superior).



Education in Spain: financing

• Public education (Educación pública): 
– Public owneship and public budget.
– 66.1% (data for Middle schools)
– EU Citizenship (or couple) required.
– Strong selection process. 

• Charter Education (Educación concertada): 
– Private ownership and public budget (majority catholic)
– 30.5% (data for Middle schools)
– EU citizenship not required (visa required)
– Open selection process (certification required)

• Private education (Educación privada): 
– Private ownership and priavate budget. 
– 3.4% (data for Middle schools)
– EU citizenship not required (visa required)
– Open selection process (certification required)
– Some international or foreign programs (only foreign certification required) 



Education in Spain: regional organization



Education in Spain: recognition of teacher certification

• Current centralized system of recognition of teacher certification at 
the Ministry of Education in Madrid.

• Difference between academic recognition and professional 
recognition. 

• Future changes.
– Future recognition in universities, public or private.
– Bolonia Process. Current levels fairly different from the US, future 

similarities. 



North American Language 
and Culture Assistants

Recent graduates are sponsored to assistassist teachers in  Spain 
and become acquainted with the Spanish Education System

Education in Spain: other teacher oportunities.



Education in Spain: our web page

www.educacion.es/exterior/usawww.educacion.es/exterior/usa


