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Kindergarden
[3 years]

Primary School
[5 years]

Secondary School [3 + 5] years)
Middle School

[3 years]

High School [2+3 years]

Compulsory education: 10 years

Italian School System



Teachers in Italy

Kindergarten Teacher

Primay School Teacher

Secondary School Teacher
- Middle School
- High School



Teacher Certification in Italy 

Kindergarten and Primary School
• B.A. (3) + M.A (2) [5 years]

Secondary School
• B.A (3) + M.A.(2) + 1 internship [6 years]



Foreign Languages at School

• Primary School : 1 (English)

• Middle School : 2 (English, French, 
Spanish, German)

• High School: 1-3 (English, French, 
Spanish, German, 
(Russian, Chinese)…)



CLIL at High School

• The new school reform states that at least one
subject area will be taught in English

• Math
• Sciences
• …..

• There will be many opportunities as a teacher in 
Italy



MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

In charge of

Recognition of teacher certification



Norms and laws
European Citizens

European Parliament and European Council
(2005/36/CE) (IT:2007/286) 

Non European Citizens

Italian Law (1999/384)



Earn a professional degree

A Degree that allows to teach in 
the country where it has been
earned as a certified teacher



Recognition can be asked for

• Subject area where the teacher
is certified

and 

• if there is the same subject
area in Italian School System



Documents

• (Visa)
• College or University Degree
• Certification Degree
• (Recognition of certification (Consular Apostille) 
• Curriculum
• Italian Language certification

• All the document must be officially translated



Language Certification

• certificazione  “CELI 5 Doc” Università per 
Stranieri di Perugia

• certificazione “CILS-DIT/C2” Università per 
stranieri di Siena

• Do NOT need a Language certification
– 12 years in Italian Schools
– Italian Language or Literature B.A. Degree (abroad)
– Italian B.A. Degree



Subject to other
conditions

Internship

Recognition
can be

With no more 
conditions

Recognition by
Ministry of
Education

Supplementary
exam



14Integrative steps

Italian
Certification

Other Country
Certification



European Citizens
• Difference in years of

training
• Difference in subjects

The candidate 
chooses between

• Examination
• Intership

Non European Citizens
• Difference in years of

training
• Difference in subjects

The Italian Ministry
chooses between

• Examination
• Intership



The SITE Lombardy Program
• students who recently graduated (within the past 

18 months) or are currently attending graduate 
courses

• Work as English-speaking academic assistant in 
Italy’s Lombardy region high schools. 

• From 3 months to 1 school year

• http://www.pacioli.net
– >assistenti di lingua straniera



Teacher training Italy and USA
• Joint MA Degrees in Italian Language
• Università per Stranieri di Perugia and: 

• University of Maryland (MA CERT)

• Georgetown University (MA)

Next:
• Middlebury College (MA)

• Queens College Cuny (MA and MSED)



• Thank you

• roberto.dolci@unistrapg.it


