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The Teach Europe program offers yearly workshop seminars intended to provide participants with updated information about the European Union, its multicultural nature, economy, role in and impact on today's world, as well as its relations with the United States.

It is a unique chance for specialists of the European Union and educators to meet and exchange knowledge and experience. This program also features a general website for teachers and their students, and a pedagogical resources kit for direct classroom use, which is given to all participants.

The Teach Europe seminars are designed for high school teachers of languages, Social Studies, and History. No previous training in European studies is necessary.

The seminars

Three seminars are held annually around the end of October at our three partner universities: Columbia, Yale and Rutgers.  The seminars last one day and  are usually carried out as follows: 

9:00 
– 10:00 
Keynote speech

10:00 – 10:30 
Q&A with speaker

10:30 – 12:00 
4 workshop sessions with maximum 40 participants  

12:00 – 12:30 
exchange sessions extending into lunch

12:30 – 13:30 
lunch

13:30 – 15:00 
panel discussions

after 3 pm
extra time – if necessary – for further Q&A and discussions

Each set of four workshops will be preceded by a keynote speech setting the main themes for the day and will be followed by a convivial European lunch and a panel discussion to open up the debate. During each seminar day, participants will work with professors and will be exposed to innovative teaching strategies.

Here are a few examples of topics that were discussed in workshops during the past years: 

· The European Origins of Modern Art

· The European Union and Human Rights

· EU Expansion after the Referendum
· Does Africa Begin in the Pyrenees? Contemporary Spanish Culture and the Interrogation of “European” Identity.
· Where is the Center of Europe? Teaching the Expanding European Union Using Mucha’s Film “Die Mitte”.

Answering real needs

Teach Europe answers several needs: most American teachers have limited resources on Europe. Travel to Europe is often too expensive and secondary school libraries often lack any up-to-date documents on EU countries. Our seminars serve as an opportunity for teachers to exchange ideas with their colleagues on the implementation of EU components in the curriculum. Since its first edition, Teach Europe has served more than 700 secondary school teachers in the United States.

Moreover, the Teach Europe Seminars are planned in accordance with nationwide Continuing Education Units standards. Upon completion of the program, CEUs or Credit Hours will be granted to the participants. 

The Teach Europe coalition

Since the first Teach Europe seminar in 2003, the coalition has included representatives of the Consulates General of Germany, Italy, Denmark, Slovenia, Finland, Austria and Hungary, the cultural services of the French Embassy, the Education Office of the Portuguese Embassy, as well as the American Association of Teachers of French (AATF), the American Association of Teachers of German (AATG), the Goethe Institute, the Czech Center, the Italian American Committee on Education (IACE), and the EU Delegation to the United States.

Contact 

Teach Europe

C/o French Cultural Services

972 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10075

Phone: 212 439 1436

Fax: 212 439 1455

The Teach Europe Coalition

New York, August 13, 2008
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